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INTRODUCTION

In simple terms, juvenile prostitution is the performance of a sex act for money or other needs such as food, shelter, protection or drugs.  Accounts of women and men selling sex appear throughout recorded history.  That is why prostitution is often referred to as the oldest “profession.”

Just as there is a long history of prostitution, children have long been involved through force, seduction or voluntarily – in various aspects of the sex trade.  For example, at one time in the United States some orphans were raised by the unscrupulous to become prostitutes.  Likewise, children of the poor sometimes were prostituted to supplement the family income.

Although prostitution is not really a “profession,” the sale of sex is a big business; and because it is an illegal act conducted mainly in secrecy, a thorough study of its culture and performers is nearly impossible.  Nonetheless, social scientists have learned much about “the life” by observing and interviewing prostitutes.  One of the shocking facts is that there is a near epidemic of American kids – both girls and boys – selling their bodies.

Because of the nature of the business, precise numbers do not exist.  A recent government report indicates that arrests of boys and girls under age 18 for prostitution and commercial vice numbered just over 1,100, but this figure is a drop in the bucket.  Responsible estimates put the number of those involved closer to 500,000.  The reason for this difference is that very few juvenile or adult prostitutes are arrested.  Prostitution ranks very low among law enforcement priorities, a reflection of the general public attitude toward this offense.

-II-

Why juvenile prostitution has ballooned over recent decades (paralleling the rise of gangs, violence, drug abuse and other crimes committed by young people) is a complex matter.  Some contributing factors include 1) the number of broken and dysfunctional families, 2) the so-called “sexual revolution,” 3) the increase of drug abuse, 4) the breakdown of cultural values and 5) the prevalence of sexual images in music, magazines, television and on the Internet.
A main cause of juvenile prostitution is the number of young people who take to the streets as runaways or “throwaways.”  Up to one million American children run away from home each year, and parents throw out another 150,000 from their homes.  Finding themselves unprepared to get and keep jobs, some of these kids turn to prostitution as a way to survive.
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WHAT ARE THE BACKGROUNDS OF JUVENILE GIRL PROSTITUTES?
Juvenile girl prostitutes come from all social, economic and ethnic backgrounds.  They also represent every intelligence level; low self-esteem is the norm.  They often are victims of physical or sexual abuse and tend to come from broken or dysfunctional homes.  Their parents, stepparents and guardians may be sexually promiscuous, addicted to alcohol or other drugs, suffer from mental illness or were abused or neglected as children.  Their fathers are apt to be harsh and hard to please.  Their mothers tend to be weak and ineffectual.  A history of school problems is common.  Many have run away or been thrown out of their homes.
ARE ALL JUVENILE GIRL PROSTITUTES RUNAWAYS OR THROWAWAYS?

NO, although runaways and throwaways who find themselves on the streets without money or a job are highly vulnerable to seduction into “the life,” other young girls get involved while still living at home and attending school.  These girls are apt to operate from their own “black book” of customers.  They tend to turn fewer “tricks” than street prostitutes do as a quick and easy way to get spending money for fun, clothing or drugs.  Initially, they also may view prostitution as a lark or way to rebel.
ARE JUVENILE GIRL PROSTITUTES OVERSEXED?

There is no single psychological profile for all prostitutes.  Some girls have large sexual appetites; however, most have normal sexual desires.  In fact, many of these young prostitutes feel repulsed by the sexual requests made by their customers.  They learn to endure by separating their minds from their bodies.  They may use alcohol and other drugs to provide mental escape.

AT WHAT AGE DO JUVENILE GIRLS BEGIN PROSTITUTION?

There are reports of cases of parents or other family members forcing girls as young as eight-years-old.  Very young girls also engage in making pornographic pictures and movies, although this does not strictly qualify as prostitution.  Limited studies indicate that the average age of girls entering prostitution is 14-years-old.
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WHY DO JUVENILE GIRLS BECOME PROSTITUTES?
Some girls make a conscious decision to become prostitutes.  Their decision may arise from knowing others who are “turning tricks,” or a need to make fast money.  Others see prostitution as adventurous, glamorous and sophisticated (like in romance novels or movies).  Still others who suffer prolonged sexual abuse at home decide they may as well “do it” with strangers and be paid.  However, most girls are seduced into prostitution by pimps who initially “befriend” them, making these confused and lonely kids feel worthy, appreciated and loved.

WHAT IS A PIMP?

A pimp, usually a male, is a key figure in female prostitution.  His role is to “recruit” prostitutes and manage their work.  This means finding “dates,” scheduling appointments, offering protection and –ultimately – taking control of the money.  Pimps are intuitive con men who are good at befriending vulnerable girls, exploiting their dependency and then controlling them with violence.  Many pimps maintain a “stable” of several girls.  With the money earned by the girls, the pimp is likely to live an expensive lifestyle, including use of drugs.  However, some pimps have families and live quietly away from the trade.

HOW DO PIMPS RECRUIT JUVENILE GIRLS TO BECOME PROSTITUTES?

A common pattern is for a pimp to strike up a conversation with a lost-looking girl at a bus stop, mall or arcade.  He is charming, reassuring and complimentary and offers sympathetic understanding.  He buys her a meal and they talk.  He takes her to his apartment but makes no sexual advances.  He lavishes her with gifts and provides drugs.  After several days, the girl falls for his charm and agrees to have sex.  He may first exploit their relationship by involving her in pornography.  He then arranges for her to have sex with a customer to prove her love, and progressively pressed into more and more paying situations.

HOW DO PROSTITUTES GET CUSTOMERS?

A common way for prostitutes to get a “date” or “John” is to dress in sexy clothing and flaunt themselves on the streets.  This “street walking” may be free-lance, but usually overseen by a pimp.  Some girls live and work in a house of prostitution under the supervision of a madam.  Others work as “call girls” who have steady customers, or as members of a call girl service.  Some make their contacts through massage parlors or businesses that sell X-rated materials.  Most girl prostitutes work for a pimp who arranges the contacts.
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ARE THERE SOCIAL LEVELS AMONG JUVENILE GIRL PROSTITUTES?
On almost every human endeavor, there is a “pecking order.”  In prostitution, call girls who have regular, high-paying customers are the elite.  Status ranges downward through call girls, houses of prostitution and streetwalkers.  Regardless of the social level, however, prostitutes state that they often find themselves submitting to customers and sexual practices that are disgusting and repulsive.

WHAT ARE THE BACKGROUNDS OF JUVENILE BOY PROSTITUTES?

Much like their female counterparts, boy prostitutes are likely to come from broken or dysfunctional families.  They often have been physically abused or sexually assaulted by male relatives or acquaintances.  Some boys get involved in making pornography at an early age and then “graduate” to prostitution.  As with girls, boy prostitutes come from all walks of life.  They often have poor school performance records, tend to be rebellious, have a poor self-concept and may be confused about their sexual orientation.
ARE ALL JUVENILE BOY PROSTITUTES RUNAWAYS OR THROWWAYS?

Estimates are that as many as 50% of runaway and throwaway children engage in at least occasional prostitution.  As with girls, runaway and throwaway boys find themselves on the streets with no money, no job skills and in need of food and shelter.  They may turn to prostitution to live or their friends introduce them to prostitution.  However, some boy prostitutes live at home, attend school or work but turn tricks for extra money and sexual adventure.

AT WHAT AGE DO JUVENILE BOYS BEGIN PROSTITUTION?

Case records indicate that relatives have forced boys as young as age four into prostitution.  Slightly older boys may be seduced, forced or sold into pornography.  Pre-pubescent boys are especially attractive to pornographers and pedophiles.  Depending on the boy’s appearance, however, 14 to 17 is the most common age to begin prostitution.  As boys near adulthood, they become less attractive to many potential customers.
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HOW DO JUVENILE BOYS GET INVOLVED IN PROSTITUTION?
Many roads lead to male prostitution.  Male relatives condition some boys early on to perform sex acts for money.  Pedophiles or criminal “entrepreneurs” seduce other boys into pornography, and then advance them into selling their bodies.   Friends introduce some homosexual boys to prostitution, who suggest it as a way to make money.  “Dutch Uncles” or “Sugar Daddies” may take up the more attractive boys, providing shelter, food and money for a longer relationship.
ARE ALL JUVENILE BOY PROSTITUTES HOMOSEXUAL?
NO, but they do have a tendency to be either homosexual or bi-sexual.  Before becoming prostitutes, they are likely to have experienced and enjoyed homosexual acts.  For them, prostitution becomes an easy and lucrative step.  Homosexual boys often move to large cities in search of role models and sexual experiences.  Some boy prostitutes, however, are heterosexual; they may not enjoy homosexual acts but will submit to them for money.

ARE THERE SOCIAL LEVELS AMONG JUVENILE BOY PROSTITUTES?

There are three general classes of juvenile boy prostitutes.  At the bottom of the scale are “habitual hustlers” who make their living as prostitutes.  They frequent the bars, restrooms and streets of the sex-trade districts.  They also may be involved in petty crimes and may be addicted to alcohol or other drugs.  These boys are likely to come from the most chaotic backgrounds.  The second class is termed “situational.”  These boys are out for a good time, hustling sex for fun or fees.  They may enjoy a fast lifestyle for a while, and then adopt more acceptable employment and careers.  The third class is “vocational prostitutes.”  They tend to be intelligent, attractive, homosexual boys who choose to prostitute themselves on a disciplined basis for income to support schooling or other goal-oriented activities.

ARE PIMPS INVOLVED WITH JUVENILE BOY PROSTITUTES?

Pimps are a major element of girl prostitution but a rarity among boy prostitutes.  Pimps sometimes do develop and manage sex rings made up of very young boys.  However, most boy prostitutes function on their own, finding their own customers, handling their own fees and providing their own protection.
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WHO ARE THE CUSTOMERS OF JUVENILE BOY PROSTITUTES?

Their customers are male adults who range from burnt-out hustlers to wealthy homosexuals attracted to nice looking boys.  This latter group may wish to develop a long-term relationship.  Boy prostitutes find customers by getting referrals from friends, “hustling” in the sex-trade zones or hanging out on street corners, dressing provocatively, hitchhiking or cruising restrooms.  The more sophisticated boys may advertise in gay-oriented publications as models or companions.  Some boy prostitutes operate out of “houses,” call or escort services.  A few sell their services to women as “gigolos.”

WHAT ROLE DO DRUGS PLAY IN JUVENILE PROSTITUTION?

A common fact of street life is the abuse of alcohol or other drugs.  Members of either sex may turn to prostitution to buy drugs, become addicted and find themselves locked into both practices.  Many girls get involved in drugs as a way of escaping those aspects of prostitution that disgust them.  While boys may prostitute themselves to support a drug habit, they are less likely to abuse drugs out of revulsion for their sexual activities.

WHAT ARE THE RISKS OF JUVENILE PROSTITUTION?

The most common risks are abuse, disease and emotional stress.  Some customers derive sexual pleasure from giving pain through sadomasochism, bondage or rough handling.  There is a risk of being stabbed, even murdered (severe hundred teenagers die and are buried in unmarked graves each year).  Because of poor nourishment and insufficient rest, resistance to disease is lowered, and exposure to serious disease is the norm.  The risk of contracting syphilis, gonorrhea or Chlamydia is high, as is the chance of infection with tuberculosis, Hepatitis B or AIDS.  There also are emotional risks of becoming depressed or suicidal.  Addiction to alcohol or other drugs is likely.  Pregnancy, too, is a risk, one with serious health complications for the mother and even more for the child who is likely to be born infected or addicted.
WHAT BECOMES OF JUVENILE PROSTITUTES?

Shortened life spans and drug addition are common for girl prostitutes.  Death from STDs or other infection is likely.  Suicide is the ultimate escape from depression and feelings of revulsion and worthlessness.  Mental illness occurs in some.  Pregnancy also is a risk.  Some break away from the life and find other employment, even marriage, but the past may haunt them long into the future.  Some of the dangers of prostitution, such as physical disease and drug addiction, are the same for boys and girls.  Boys can more readily leave “the life.”  For one thing, there is no pimp controlling them.  Furthermore, turning homosexual tricks is not as stigmatized in the gay community as turning heterosexual tricks in straight society.  Gay prostitutes may find work in gay-owned or other businesses, stop prostituting themselves and settle into a conservative gay lifestyle.
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STAGES OF

JUVENILE PROSTITUTION

Involvement in the sex trade does not just happen.  Outreach workers and others concerned with youth at risk know that it evolves in stages.  Among the thousands of juvenile prostitutes in America, there are common experiences and patterns of behavior that lead to “the life.”
                                                                                                    BEYOND

                                                                                                    THE LIFE

                                                                           THE LIFE
                                                  SURVIVAL/

                                                  RECRUITMENT

                         RUNAWAY/

                         THROWAWAYS

ABUSIVE

CHILDHOOD

ABUSIVE CHILDHOOD – Most juvenile prostitutes - both boys and girls - come from chaotic and abnormal backgrounds.  They probably have experienced physical, emotional or sexual abuse, including incest, rape or various forms of sexual intercourse enforced by fear of physical attack.  Poor family relationships and abuse of alcohol or other drugs by parents, stepparents or guardians is likely.  Adult role models tend to be socially inappropriate, rigid and demanding.  School performance is likely to be poor, with frequent truancy and lack of motivation to learn.  Rebellion, aggression, stealing and other deviant, delinquent or criminal behaviors are common.

RUNAWAYS/THROWAWAYS – Several hundred thousand children run away each year in response to what they describe as an “intolerable” home life.  Others are thrown onto the streets, abandoned by their families.  While they may at first welcome this newly found freedom, they soon learn that survival is challenging.  Without a work history or job skills, at least half of these runaways/throwaways will turn to trading sex for survival needs – food, shelter and protection.
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SURVIVAL/RECRUITMENT – Early in the initial stage of running away or being thrown out of home, girls are particularly vulnerable to pimps.  These specialized con men “befriend” them, provide shelter, food, drugs and gifts and fulfill their fantasies of being loved.  Boys are usually not recruited by pimps.  Rather, homosexual or bi-sexual boys may at first take adventurous pleasure in “cruising” for sexual experiences, quickly learning that for sex they can make money as well as gain shelter and other desires.

THE LIFE – Once a pimp has made a girl dependent on him, he will press her to turn tricks more and more frequently.  He is always in the background, waiting to take the money she makes by selling her sex.  Boy prostitutes, on the other hand, learn to “hustle” independently.  They dress provocatively, cruise the sex trade zones and hitchhike.  The more attractive young boys are in demand by older, wealthier men who will care for them.  Abuse of alcohol or other drugs is likely for both sexes.  Prostitutes live in constant danger of victimization being robbed, raped, brutalized and subjected to perversions.  Girls may become pregnant.  Both sexes are vulnerable to disease, including sexually transmitted diseases like AIDS and Hepatitis B.
BEYOND THE LIFE – Under the powerful influence of pimps or madams, many girl prostitutes find it difficult to get out of the life.  For many girls, prostitution becomes a sort of addiction.  Some boys, who tire of the sex trade, settle into a gay lifestyle, complete school and get jobs.  Other boys continue to hustle less desirable customers, become addicted to drugs, get involved in the drug trade or other crime and end up in prison.  Illness and death from serious disease is common for both sexes.  Murder takes some.  Suicide is frequent.  Girls have more trouble getting out of the life than do boys.  The social stigma attached to female prostitution is strong.  There are few agencies with the know how to meet the needs of prostitutes and to help them change their lives.
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COMMON EXPERIENCES OF
JUVENILE PROSTITUTES

Juvenile prostitutes come from all social, economic, ethnic and family backgrounds.  Because a boy or girl has the following experiences DOES NOT necessarily mean she or he will become a prostitute.  Likewise, not having these experiences does not necessarily means a boy or girl will not become a prostitute.  The following list represents the more common experiences shared by juvenile prostitutes.

· Demanding, hard-to-please fathers or stepfathers

· Domestic violence

· Emotional abuse

· Emotional neglect

· Foster care or institutional placement

· Homelessness or poverty

· Involvement in  pornography

· Lack of appropriate gender or sexual role models

· Lack of appropriate moral or ethical training

· Overcrowding in the home

· Parental alcohol or other drug abuse

· Parental mental health problems

· Parental prostitution

· Parental separation or divorce

· Physical abuse

· Physical neglect

· Poor communication between family members

· Problems at school

· Problems with the law

· Seductive, domineering or self-indulgent mothers

· Severe parental rejection

· Sexual abuse

· Sexual promiscuity by a family member, especially the mother

· Sexual victimization by a family member

· Single-parenting

· Thrown out of the home by parents because of disagreements, incorrigibility or as unwanted

· Unclear or confused sex role

· Weak and ineffectual mothers or stepmothers
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COMMON PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS
OF JUVENILE PROSTITUTES

Juvenile prostitutes represent a range of personality types, intelligence levels and other personal characteristics.  Because a girl or boy has the following personal characteristics DOES NOT necessarily mean he or she will become a prostitute.  Likewise, not having these personal characteristics does not necessarily mean a boy or girl will not become a prostitute.  The following list represents the more common personal characteristics shared by many juvenile prostitutes.

· Abuse of or addiction to alcohol or other drugs

· Aggressive, deviant and violent behavior

· Desire for independence

· Desire to be loved, appreciated and cared for

· Economic dependency

· Emotional dependency

· Ill-defined sex-role, especially among boy prostitutes

· Impulsivity

· Involvement in delinquent or criminal activities

· Lack of education, work experience or job skills

· Lack of goal orientation

· Lack of meaningful relationships

· Like excitement, adventure and risk-taking

· Low self-esteem 

· Mistrust adults, authority and “do-gooders”

· Need money, food, shelter, protection

· Poorly defined goals

· Poor school adjustment, attendance or grades

· Rebelliousness, sometimes prompted by family rigidity

· Running away from home

· Self-destructive behavior

· Unrealistic view of life, romance, work
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RISKS ASSOCIATED
WITH PROSTITUTION

Prostitution is a risky business.  Juvenile prostitutes are literally selling their future physical and mental health for immediate cash.  With each and every sexual encounter, they risk experiencing one or more of the following dangers that could forever change their lives.

· Addiction to alcohol or other drugs

· Arrest, conviction and incarceration

· Beatings, stabbings, torture, even murder

· Blackmail

· Emotional stress

· Exposure to diseases and infections (colds, flu, tuberculosis)

· Feelings of being trapped

· Feelings of powerlessness

· Feelings of worthlessness

· Harmful or repulsive perversions

· Inability to form meaningful relationships

· Injury to sexual organs, rectum

· Involvement in other crimes such as assault, shoplifting and drug dealing

· Malnutrition

· Physical abuse by pimps or customers

· Police record of prostitution

· Poverty

· Pregnancy, miscarriage or abortion

· Psychological and emotional problems

· Sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS and Hepatitis B

· Stigmatization

· Suicide thoughts or attempts

· Victimization by thieves and rapists
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WAYS OUT OF PROSTITUTION

Getting out of prostitution is often much more difficult than getting into it.  Fighting to do so on one’s own is not an easy task.  When they are available, concerned community agencies and services can be helpful.  Here are some ways out of prostitution.

· INDIVIDUAL EFFORT – Factors that motivate juvenile prostitutes to change include burnout, sickness, depression, fatigue, trauma, abortion, assault, aging and witnessing torture or death.  They can no longer tolerate what they are doing and decide to quit.  As with drugs and other addictions, quitting “cold turkey” can be quite difficult – but some young prostitutes successfully do so.  These reformed prostitutes tend to be the juveniles with the foresight or luck to get out of their careers early.
· COMMUNITY OUTREACH – The most opportune time to interrupt juvenile prostitution is early in the initial stage of living on the streets.  This is when outreach workers talk with street kids and offer them shelter, food, friendship and free services so they will not have to prostitute themselves to survive.  Likewise, outreach workers want to help kids who are already involved in prostitution, offering services that will enable them to emerge from the sex trade.  The support of a community outreach workers is often critical in helping juvenile prostitutes reform their lives.
· REHABILITATION – The success of rehabilitation depends first upon the person’s commitment to reform his or her life.  Likewise, rehabilitation requires a network of agencies cooperatively committed to patiently providing safe shelter, food healthcare, substance abuse care, counseling, education, job training, job placement and supportive follow-up.  The process can be from six months to two years.

· CONTINUED SUPPORT – Prostitutes are often stigmatized, and not all social agencies are equipped to deal with them properly.  However, several very specialized programs can provide a mix of necessary services, protection, confidentiality and long-term emotional support.
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SOURCES OF HELP AND INFORMATION ABOUT

JUVENILE PROSTITUTION
Juvenile prostitution is a complex social issue that has only recently become a matter of national concern.  As a result, help and information that specifically address the issue and its many aspects are not always available locally or from a single source.  However, the following national agencies do offer a good starting point.

Paul and Lisa Program

www.paulandlisa.org
(800) 518-2238

Children of the Night
www.childrenofthenight.org
(800) 551-1300

Mary Magdalene Project

www.prostitution-recovery.org
(818) 988-4970

Street Teens

www.streetteens.org
(702) 809-3585

Sex Industry Survivor’s Anonymous

www.sexindustrysurvivors.com
(888) 702-7273

WHISPER (Women Hurt in Systems of Prostitution Engaged in Revolt)

www.prostitutionresearch.com
Genesis House

www.residential@genesishouse.org
(773) 281-3917

Lola Greene Baldwin Foundation for Recovery

www.prostitutionrecovery.org
(503) 236-7244

DIGNITY House

www.dignityprograms@diocesephoenix.org
(602) 224-5457

Prostitutes Anonymous

(800) 537-7681
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