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INTRODUCTION

Try to imagine this; or, even worse, maybe you are really living this nightmare.

You are sitting in an Intake cell at Juvey.  Everybody calls it “Juvey,” but the sign outside reads County Juvenile Detention Center.  Whatever the name, it is a jail for kids.

When the cops brought you here, someone from Juvey sat at the table across from you, asking questions and filling out papers.  The list of questions seemed endless.  Who are your parents?  How can we contact them?  Where do you live?  What school do you attend?  Do you have any health problems?  What about this?  Why that?  When?  How?  Who?

Ever since they caught you, your mind has been racing wildly, trying to figure things out.  It was just a prank.  I didn’t mean for things to turn out this way.  I promise not to do it again.  Please, God, somebody, get me out of here!

They move you around Juvey, like a lamb to slaughter.  You keep looking for somebody you know.  Your stomach is a giant knot.  Your legs feel like rubber.  You try to look tough, but on the inside, you feel weak, empty, lonely and scared to death.

All the while, your mind keeps racing.  Where is my mom?  What will she say?  What will she do?  Can she get me out of here?  Will she?  How long can they keep me here?  Are they going to put me in jail?  Prison?  Whom can I trust?  Why me?

That is only the beginning of the nightmare.  It can get even worse.  You have been caught up in a system, called the “Juvenile Justice System,” that will decide what to do about your behavior.  The system can do many things to you: some good, some not good.  What it will try to do is stop you from getting into more trouble.  That may mean putting you on probation, in a special program or institution.

Now is the time to get your act together.  If you don’t, you will just dig yourself deeper into the nightmare.  And if you don’t wake up, this nightmare only leads to two places: death or prison – a place worse than death.

So, if you want to know what is happening to you, and how to deal with what can happen to you, read and remember everything in this book.  Nightmares are always worse when you don’t know how to stop them.

                                                                                                 John W. Biggers, JD

                                                                                                 Waln K. Brown, Ph.D.

                                                                                                William Gladden Foundation
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WHAT IS JUVEY?

Almost every town has a Juvenile Detention Center.  This is where you may be kept while your case is processed by the Juvenile Court.  Juvey is the common name for the detention center, but sometimes it is called Juvenile Hall.  If there is no Juvey, you may be put in a special part of the adult jail.

WHO HAS TO STAY IN JUVEY?

The staff at Juvey will call your parents or guardians to see if they will take responsibility for you.  If staff believes that you will stay out of trouble and show up for your hearings, you may be released.  However, if you took part in a serious crime or were in trouble before, they may keep you at Juvey until the judge decides what to do with you.

WHAT IS DETENTION?

Detention is the place where they keep you until the Juvenile Judge decides what to do with you.  Before the judge makes a ruling, the staff of Juvey Intake will decide whether to release you until your court date.  If they release you, you will be told when and where to appear for your hearing.  If you do not show up for your hearing, the judge can issue a warrant for your arrest.

WHAT IS A DETENTION HEARING?

The first time a judge hears your case is a detention hearing.  The judge will then decide whether to release you to the custody of your parents or guardians.  If the judge feels that home is not the appropriate place for you, you may go to a foster home, group home or shelter for a while.

HOW LONG WILL YOU BE IN JUVEY BEFORE YOU SEE A JUDGE?

You should see a judge with 24 hours.  If you do not see a judge within 48 hours, ask to see a lawyer.  At the detention hearing, the judge will decide two things.  1) Is there probable cause to believe that you were involved in an illegal act?  2) Should you be released or stay in Juvey?
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CAN YOUR FAMILY VISIT YOU IN JUVEY?

YES, the Juvenile Court expects your parents, guardians or other responsible family members to take part in the process.  The court will inform them that you are in Juvey, when and where they may visit you.  If there is a good reason why you do not want family members to visit you, tell the Intake staff at Juvey.  If you do not want to talk about your family to Juvey staff or the judge, ask to speak to a lawyer.

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU ARE RELEASED?

The judge releases you into the custody of your parents, guardians or other responsible family members.  You receive a court order stating the conditions of release.  These are rules that you MUST follow.  If you do not follow the rules, you will return to Juvey.  Examples of conditions of release are on page 12 of this book.

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU ARE NOT RELEASED?
The judge decides to keep you in Juvey.  Another hearing is set called the trial review.  This hearing probably will be within 14 days.  You remain in Juvey until the Juvenile Judge decides what to do with you at the trial review.  This is when your lawyer and the prosecutor tell the judge whether your case should go to trial or settled with a plea bargain.

WHAT IS AN ADJUDICATION HEARING?

An adjudication hearing is like a trial.  This is when the prosecutor must prove that you are guilty of the charges filed against you.  The judge listens to the evidence presented by the prosecutor and the defense offered by your lawyer, and then decides on your guilt or innocence.
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WHAT IS A DISPOSITION?

This is the hearing when the judge decides what to do with you.  The judge’s main choices are 1) releasing you into the custody of responsible family or guardians, 2) placing you on probation, 3) keeping you in detention and 4) committing you to a program or facility for juvenile offenders.  Counseling is usually required as part of the disposition.

WHO IS A MINOR?

Anyone under age 18 is a minor.  Other words for minor are child, juvenile and ward.  They all mean the same thing – you, as a person under age 18, do not have the same duties and rights as adults.  For example, you cannot be sued for not paying debts, but you also cannot vote or buy beer.

WHAT IS DELINQUENCY?

When an adult breaks the law, it is a crime.  There are two types of crime.  1) Felonies are serious crimes, like armed robbery.  2) Misdemeanors are less serious crimes, like driving through a stop sign.  When a kid breaks the law, it is a delinquent act or delinquent offense.

WHAT IS INCORRIGIBILITY?

When a minor breaks a law that applies only to kids, it is an incorrigible act or status offense.  Examples of incorrigibility include underage drinking, smoking, ditching school, staying out too law or running away from home.  Not obeying the “reasonable rules” of parents, guardians or teachers is also incorrigibility.
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WHAT IS A PETITION?

A petition is a paper that starts the case in juvenile court.  The District Attorney collects information on your case and decides what charges to file.  The charges are the part of the petition that states what rules or laws you have broken.  Another name for these charges is allegations.

HOW DO YOU GET A LAWYER?

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that kids MUST have a lawyer.  You can call your own lawyer, or have one appointed for you at the detention hearing.  Your lawyer must keep everything you say confidential.  Even if you do say that you broke the law, your lawyer cannot tell the judge, your parents or anyone else.

WHAT DOES A PROSECUTOR DO?

A prosecutor is a government lawyer who represents the state in handling your case in juvenile court.  A prosecutor presents evidence to the juvenile judge, trying to prove that you are guilty of breaking the law.

WHAT DOES A JUVENILE JUDGE DO?

A Juvenile Judge runs the Juvenile Court.  The judge is the main person in charge of deciding what to do with you.  The rest of the juvenile court staff is there to help the judge make and carry out court decisions.
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WHAT DOES A PROBATION OFFICER DO?

A probation officer is a person on the juvenile court staff who works with you while you are on conditions of release or probation.  This officer of the court checks your activities at home, school and in the community and reports this information to the juvenile judge.

WHAT IS RESTITUTION?

Restitution is the act of paying something to the victim of your crime.  Generally, restitution must be complete before the court releases you from probation, or before a date specified by the juvenile judge.

WHAT IS A JUVENILE RECORD?

The Juvenile Court keeps records of your case.  This means that anything said about your case in court, any papers or exhibits presented to the judge and any records kept by your probation officer or other professional involved with your case are on file.  You may be able to see most of these records.  Your lawyer can help you to get copies.  When you reach age 18, you may be able to have your juvenile record destroyed.

CAN YOUR CASE BE TRANSFERRED TO ADULT CRIMINAL COURT?

YES, your case can be transferred to adult criminal court, but only under certain conditions.  The prosecutor may file papers asking the Juvenile Judge to transfer your case to Criminal Court if 1) your case is very serious (like murder or rape), or 2) you have been to Juvey many times before or 3) you are about to turn 18.  Your lawyer will probably ask the judge to keep your case in Juvey.  This is because the punishments in Criminal Court can be more serious than in Juvenile Court, including imprisonment and having a criminal record.
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HOW THE

JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM WORKS

The juvenile justice system is a series of stages where people decide if you have done something wrong and what to do about it.  The following diagram shows how the stages in the system are connected and where each stage can lead.  Below the picture is an explanation.

(PLACE DIAGRAM HERE)

REFERRAL – The cops, your parents, a teacher or someone else brought you to Juvey.  This is the start of the juvenile justice process.  Now the juvenile court decides what to do with you.

INTAKE – The purpose of Intake is to screen referrals.  Juvey Intake staff interview you, your parents and other people who are involved in your life or this case.  They gather information about your past behavior, school performance, family situation and other facts about the case.  This information becomes a report, along with advice about how to handle the case.

DETENTION – Detention is a short-term placement where you remain until the court decides how to handle the case.  There are five main reasons why you may remain in detention.  1) Your parents or guardians are unavailable.  2) You have committed a serious offense.  3) You have been in trouble before.  4) You pose a threat to yourself or others.  5) To make certain that you attend court hearings and obey court decisions.
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ADJUDICATION HEARING – The adjudication hearing is when a judge listens to the information about the case and decides the following things.  1) Was an illegal act committed?  2) What laws were broken?  3) What are the circumstances?  4) What is the best way to handle the case?

DISPOSITION HEARING – This is the last stage in deciding what to do with you.  At the disposition hearing, the court will study the facts, listen to advice, consider the options, decide on a course of action and execute a court order.  The three main dispositions include 1) release, 2) probation and 3) placement in a treatment program.  You may have to make restitution (payment) to the victim.

PROBATION – Probation is the most common disposition.  You must report to a probation officer who also checks on you by talking to your family, teachers, employers and other people.  You must follow rules while on probation, such as showing up for meetings with the probation officer, going to school or work, obeying your parents or guardians, being home by a certain time (curfew), staying out of trouble and not leaving town.  If you break the rules of probation, it is a sign to the court that you must be watch closely or that you may need further treatment.

COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMS – Treatment programs in the community are the last step before placement in an institution.  The most common programs are group homes, foster homes, foster care and minimum-security facilities.  Their purpose is to keep you in the community while providing direct supervision and treatment.

INSTITUTIONS – Institutions are for the toughest cases, and they take away many of your freedoms.  About one in twenty kids who go to juvenile court end up in institutions.  Most go to boot camps or special schools where they live until released by the court.  The most serious cases receive sentences to adult jails or prisons.
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CONDITIONS OF RELEASE

If the judge releases you to the custody of your parents or guardians, you probably will have to follow rules.  The judge may also appoint a juvenile probation officer to monitor your activities until the final disposition of your case.  Here are some rules that may be part of your conditions of release.  If you break any of the conditions for release, you may have to return to Juvey.

· Attend all meetings with your probation officer

· Attend school or work regularly

· Report to Juvey for drug or alcohol testing

· Be home by a certain time (curfew)

· Inform your probation officer whether you have had any contacts with the police

· Follow house rules set by your parents or guardians

· Do not use alcohol or drugs

· Do not leave town without court permission

· Do not possess weapons such as guns or knives

· Do not hang out with kids or adults who are in gangs, who sell or use drugs, who are on probation or parole or who have a bad reputation

· Do not hang out at places that have a bad reputation

· Do not contact the victims in your case

· Do not break any laws, including curfews
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WORDS YOU MAY HEAR AT JUVEY

Here are some words that you may hear at Juvey.  Get to know what these words mean, so that you understand how these words relate to your case.  Ask your lawyer about anything you do not know or understand.

ACCUSED – Charged with a crime
ADJUDICATION – The word used to describe a trial in Juvey

ADVISORY HEARING – The first time you are in Juvey and charged with a crime

APPEAL – The process that your lawyer uses to show that your trial in Juvey had mistakes

ARREST – When the police hold you because they think you were involved in a delinquent or criminal act

CHARGES – When the D.A. files a case in Juvenile Court stating what crimes you are suspect of committing

COMMITMENT – When the judge decides you are guilty of the charges and decides to send you away to a special program

CONSEQUENCES – Penalties for committing crimes

CRIMINAL CODE – All of the state laws that involve crimes

CUSTODY – To be in the care of someone like the police, parents or guardians

DELINQUENCY – When a minor has violated a criminal law, also called a delinquent offense or delinquent act
DETAIN – To hold or keep a minor in juvenile court

DETENTION – The area of the Juvenile Court where kids stay until the Juvenile Judge decides what to do with them

DETENTION HEARING – The first hearing you have before a judge

DISMISSED – When the judge drops the charges against you

DISPOSITION – The hearing in front of a judge after you have been found guilty of committing a crime; the judge decides what should happen to you (consequences) law 
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EVIDENCE – The information presented to the judge at a trial in Juvey, including witnesses and other facts about the case

FELONIES – Serious crimes like murder, rape and robbery

GUILTY – The word used to say that the evidence shows you committed a crime

INCARCERATION – The same as detain - to be in a lock-up, like a detention center or juvenile facility

INNOCENT – The word used by the judge to say that the evidence shows you have not committed a crime; another way of saying innocent is “not guilty”

INVESTIGATE – To look into or examine closely

INCORRIGIBILITY – These laws apply only to kids and include smoking, drinking, running away from home and ditching school

INTAKE – The first stop in Juvey where staff asks questions and complete paperwork

JURY – A group of persons selected to hear evidence in a court of law; there is usually no jury in Juvey

JUVENILE – A person younger than age 18

JUVENILE JUDGE – The person in charge of the Juvenile Court

JUVEY – The common name for the Juvenile Detention Center, Juvenile Court or Juvenile Hall
LAWYER – Someone trained in the law who can defend you; also called an attorney or counselor
MISDEMEANOR – A less serious crime like drinking, trespassing or traffic offenses
MINOR – The same meaning as juvenile
MIRANDA WARNINGS – The law that makes police inform you of your rights

PETITION – The paper the District Attorney files to start the legal process, describing the allegations against you

PLEA BARGAIN – Admission that you broke a law in return for a lesser punishment
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PROBABLE CAUSE – When there is enough proof to believe that a law was broken

PROBATION – One possible disposition a judge can give if you are guilty of committing a crime.

PROBATION OFFICER – Someone who works for the Juvenile Judge and keeps track of your activities and behaviors

PROOF – Way of showing beyond doubt the truth of something

PROSECUTOR – The lawyer who handles the case against you

RECORD – The information about your case

REHABILITATION – The process of changing your behavior from bad to good

REPEAT OFFENDERS – Kids who commit crimes more than once

RESTITUTION – Repaying the victims of your crime

SENTENCING – A decision by the judge on the punishment for committing a crime

SUSPECT – Someone the police believe - but have not proven - may have committed a crime

STATUS OFFENSE – The same as incorrigible
SUBPOENA – An order to appear at court

TESTIMONY – The statement of a witness under oath used for evidence or proof

TRANSFER – When a case moves from the Juvenile Court to the Adult Criminal Court

TRIAL – The same as adjudication
TRIAL REVIEW – The same as arraignment
VICTIM – The person who suffered from your crime

WITNESS – A person who saw or has information about your crime
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