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WHAT IS AMPHETAMINE?
Amphetamine is a man made drug that stimulates the central nervous system.  The effects of amphetamine are similar to cocaine, producing a temporary high that results from increased physical and mental energy.  Street names such as “speed” and “uppers” best describe the effects of amphetamine.

HOW DOES ONE TAKE AMPHETAMINE?

In pure form, amphetamine comes in tablets or capsules the user takes orally.  Abusers and addicts may grind amphetamine into a powder and inhale it into their nostrils, or make a solution and inject the drug into their veins.

HOW FAST DOES AMPHETAMINE TAKE EFFECT?


When taken orally, amphetamine affects the central nervous system within 30 minutes, and continues to do so for up to 14 hours.  When snorted or injected the effects occur in minutes and last one to two hours.

IS AMPHETAMINE ADDICTIVE?

Yes, physical tolerance develops in two to four weeks (depending on how much and in what manner the user takes the drug), which means the user must increase the dosage to achieve the desired effect.  Extreme psychological addiction occurs when users take large doses of amphetamine.

WHY DO DOCTORS PRESCRIBE AMPHETAMINE?
Doctors once prescribed amphetamine to help patients lose or control their weight.  Because of the addictive nature of amphetamine, however, the federal government closely controls the prescription of this potentially dangerous drug.  Today, amphetamine is used sparingly for the treatment of hyperactivity in children, senility in the elderly, Parkinson’s disease (a condition marked by involuntary tremors) and narcolepsy (a sleep disorder).  The limited availability of prescription amphetamine has given rise to bootleg versions called “look-alikes.”
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WHAT ARE LOOK-ALIKE AMPHETAMINES?

Look-alikes are copies.  Although molded carefully into the shapes and colors of popular amphetamine pills, most only contain non-prescription drugs such as caffeine.  Their effects are similar to having several cups of coffee.  However, some look-alikes contain large amounts of other drugs or ingredients that can be deadly.

WHAT IS METHAMPHETAMINE?

Methamphetamine is an “analog” (a compound whose chemical structure closely resembles the structure of the drug it is designed to copy) of amphetamine.  A street name for this powerful drug (“speed”) suggests its effects on stimulating the central nervous system, which can last 30 hours.

WHAT IS ICE?

“Ice” is a crystallized form of methamphetamine that is extremely dangerous because smoking this substance gets into the bloodstream and to the brain rapidly and in large amounts.  The effects of Ice can last 24 hours.
WHAT ARE THE PHYSICAL EFFECTS OF USING AMPHETAMINE?

Amphetamine speeds up the entire cardiovascular system.  The greater the amount and the more often taken, the harder and longer the body must work.  The resulting stress on the system can cause physical effects such as these.

· Increased breathing rate

· Rapid or irregular heart beat

· Increased blood pressure

· Sweating

· Headache

· Dizziness

· Blurred vision

· Tremors

· Insomnia

· Loss of appetite

· Abdominal cramps

· Nausea

· Vomiting

· Diarrhea

· Sexual impotence in men

· Brain damage

· Death from stroke, very high fever or heart failure
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WHAT ARE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF USING AMPHETAMINE?

The brain and nervous system are stimulated beyond normal levels.  Large doses make the user feel mentally and emotionally “wired.”  Depending on the dosage and frequency of use, the psychological effects of amphetamine can range from mild elation to euphoria to serious mental disturbances, including the following.

· Talkativeness

· Hyperactivity

· Irritability

· Moodiness

· Anxiety

· Depression

· Hallucinations

· Suicidal thoughts and tendencies

· Paranoia

· Psychosis (loss of contact with reality)

WHAT IS WITHDRAWAL?

Withdrawal is the process of quitting drugs.  Lack of the chemical substance causes withdrawal symptoms.  Withdrawal symptoms (the body’s reaction to the physical “need” for the drug) are what make quitting so difficult.  Withdrawal symptoms associated with amphetamine include the following.
· Irritability

· Extreme fatigue

· Intense hunger

· Emotional depression

· Disturbed sleep

· Increased dreaming

WHO CAN HELP AMPHETAMINE USER QUIT?

Because amphetamine use causes addiction, quitting this drug may mean getting help from a doctor of specialist in chemical dependency.  Visit these websites for additional information.

Drugstory.org

www.drugstory.org
Narconon Arrowhead

www.methamphetamine.com
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