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INTRODUCTION

Adult interest in children as sexual objects is as old as recorded history.  It has been present, more or less, in every culture and society, and it is has looked upon quite differently from one era to another.

The production and use of child pornography as an adjunct to this interest, however, has mushroomed in recent years, due to advances in photography, printing, electronic recording and transmission devices, including the Internet.  The technical ease in the preparation and distribution of all kinds of pornography, including child pornography, has furnished the users of such materials an endless abundance of it.  Furthermore, the public attitude toward censorship has undergone great change from the restrictive era of Queen Victoria.

“Out of sight is out of mind.”  This adage is readily applicable to today’s viewpoint regarding child pornography.  With the exception of an occasional “scandal” or news story, the occurrence of child pornography does not loom large in public awareness or concern.

For one thing, the production and use of child pornography is a highly personal, secretive act.  Perpetrators generally do their best to avoid discovery and are skillful at avoidance.  Victims more often than not maintain secrecy – out of fear, feelings of guilt or because they simply do not know how to report what has happened to them.

For another thing, the public is strongly inclined to deny or disbelieve that the use of children for the sexual gratification of adults can happen – it is a frightful, “dirty” topic best left alone.
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Nevertheless, child pornography is a thriving – and growing - activity engaged in by a significant number of consumers for the satisfaction of their particular sexual desires, and by producers for the financial rewards realized from the production and sale of pornographic materials.

Although the open production and distribution of adult pornography is alive and well, safeguarded by the “freedom of speech” Amendment to the Constitution, the official attitude toward child pornography has grown increasingly restrictive.  Child advocates agree that the production and use of such materials puts children at risk.  In spite of serious restrictive efforts, however, the production and use of child pornography springs from at least two of humankind’s strongest urges – desire for sex and wealth – and is unlikely to wither away.
                                                                                       Carle F. O’Neil, M.A., M.S.W.

                                                                                       Waln K. Brown, Ph.D.

                                                                                       William Gladden Foundation
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WHAT IS CHILD PORNOGRAPHY?
Child pornography is any material (printed, drawn, painted, photographed, video – or audiotaped) in which children are used in the portrayal of sexually explicit acts for the purpose of causing the sexual arousal of the viewer.

WHAT IS OBSCENITY?

With regard to sexuality, the Supreme Court has defined as “obscene” that material which “the average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find appealing to prurient interests; material which depicts or describes in a ‘patently offensive’ way sexual conduct as defined by state laws; and which, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value.”
IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PORNOGRAPHY AND OBSCENITY?

The dividing line between pornography and obscenity is a very fine one, and over the years has involved countless hours of debate, legal maneuvering and judicial opinion.  The challenge is to control the circulation of obscene materials on the one hand, while, on the other hand, honoring the right to freedom of speech guaranteed by the First Amendment of the Constitution.  As a result, the Supreme Court has been very cautious about restricting adult pornography.

WHAT IS THE CONNECTION BETWEEN CHILD PORNOGRAPHY AND FREEDOM OF SPEECH?

While many individuals and groups representing responsible regard for freedom of speech decry “censorship” and restrictions on the circulation of adult pornography, few of them condone child pornography.  This is because child pornography involves the exploitation and victimization of children.  Conversely, some individuals and groups actively support and promote adult/child and child/child sexuality as natural, acceptable and life enhancing – rather than harmful.  The right to state such a point of view, however unpopular, is the essence of “freedom of speech.”
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WHAT POSITION HAS THE SUPREME COURT HELD ON VICTIMIZATION?
The Supreme Court has held that the right of children to be free of victimization outweighs the right of free speech.  Child pornography has been held apart from adult pornography in this regard.  When state laws failed to stop child pornography by prohibiting its production and sale, additional measures were passed prohibiting its “possession.”  The Supreme Court upheld the ban on possession (Osborne v. Ohio).  In justifying this departure from a strict interpretation of the First Amendment, The Supreme Court said that the state has a “compelling interest in protecting the victims of child pornography…” and that by penalizing those who possess and view the product, the demand may decrease.

IS CHILD NUDITY PORNOGRAPHIC?

The Supreme Court haws held that simple nudity, as such, is not outside the protection guaranteed by the First Amendment to the Constitution.  Parents, for example, wishing to record the charming beauty of a child, may make photographs of the unclothed child at play, in the bath, in the parents’ arms, etc.  The intent – and content – of such photographs is sentimental and admiring without deliberate focus on the genitals or the intent of sexual arousal.

WHY ARE CHILDREN WHO ARE INVOLVED IN PORNOGRAPHY REFERRED TO AS “VICTIMS?”

Children of all ages – from one week old through adolescence – are involved in pornography.  In still photography and motion pictures, they are shown in all manner of sexual situations.  Although children, depending on their ages, have a natural curiosity about their bodies and bodily functions, involvement in pornographic activities is likely to be quite frightening and unsettling.  Imposition upon the innocence of children for the gratification of adult sexual appetites constitutes victimization.
IF IT IS AGAINST THE LAW, HOW CAN CHILD PORNOGRAPHY CONTINUE?

The production of child pornography is a form of “cottage industry,” conducted in private homes by consumers who use their own equipment.  They produce and use their “homemade” child pornography for personal gratification, and then trade or sell it through a guarded network to others whom have similar sexual interests.  Furthermore, since there is money involved, child pornographers commercially produce and release these materials through adult outlets.
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IS ORGANIZED CRIME INVOLVED IN CHILD PORNOGRAPHY?
Law enforcement officials state that organized crime is always a suspect whenever there is an opportunity for a “fast buck.”   Organized crime is heavily involved in prostitution and pornography.  However, how deeply they are involved in the production and distribution of child pornography is uncertain.
HOW EFFECTIVE IS THE ENFORCEMENT OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY LAWS?

Laws pertaining to child pornography vary from one state to the next.  So, too, does the effectiveness of their enforcement.  Law enforcement agencies often have limited resources for the prevention or detection of these crimes.  Furthermore, child pornography is an area about which the public tends to be apathetic.  The clandestine nature of child pornography production, plus the secretive nature of pedophiles, makes activities of this kind hard to find – even when there is a strong commitment to do so.
HOW PREVALENT IS CHILD PORNOGRAPHY?

Far less child pornography is produced and circulated than is adult pornography.  This is because 1) the Supreme Court has upheld state laws that outlaw the production, circulation and possession of child pornography, and 2) the number of adults interested in child pornography is relatively small.  Nonetheless, children in significant numbers continue to be victimized in this way.  Furthermore, in some countries, a more permissive attitude is taken toward child pornography than in the United States.

WHO ARE THE MAIN CONSUMERS OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY?

The main consumers of child pornography are SITUATIONAL CHILD MOLESTERS and PREFERENTIAL CHILD MOLESTERS.  Although children may not be their sexual preference, “situational child molesters” may involve children when safe opportunities present themselves.  “Preferential child molesters” have a clear sexual preference for children and feel inwardly “driven” to engage them in sexual acts and to produce, collect and use child pornography.  People who use children sexually are know psychiatrically and legally as “pedophiles.”  Pedophilia is a compelling sexual orientation similar to an addiction and is extremely difficult to control, alter or correct.
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WHAT ARE SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF PEDOPHILES?

Pedophiles come from all walks and levels of life.  They tend to be male.  They may or may not have children of their own.  Violence is seldom part of their nature, and they often go through life with their sexual preference known only to their victims and a few other pedophiles.  They are generally more comfortable with children than with adults and are likely to have a special sensitivity to the concerns of children.  Some pedophiles are homosexual, but most are heterosexual.  They are secretive, fearful of being caught, but may not feel guilt.  It is more likely that they rationalize their acts as “befriending” and giving pleasure to a child.

ARE WOMEN EVER INVOLVED?
Women are involved far less frequently than are men in any form of child sexual abuse.  Nonetheless, they are sometimes accomplices, particularly in the production of child pornography.  Some women also actively engage in the commercial production and marketing of pseudo child pornography.  In such cases, however, the motivation is generally financial gain rather than sexual gratification.

HOW IS CHILD PORNOGRAPHY PRODUCED?

Most child pornography is produced privately rather than in commercial studios.  Young children are “befriended,” then seduced into the filmed performance of desired sexual acts by new or old acquaintances, and sometimes by relatives.  Adolescents – often runaways who have taken to prostitution as a means of support – may be paid or forced to perform for food or shelter.  On rare occasion, children have been kidnapped or otherwise forced to perform.

HOW DO THE PRODUCERS OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY INVOLVE CHILDREN?

While physical violence, even murder, is sometimes involved, it is mercifully rare.  It is far more common for a child to be led into the desired activity by a patient adult who takes time to give gifts, understanding and friendship – thereby building trust.  These overtures are followed with caresses, requests for disrobing, fondling, etc., leading to the desired sexual activity that then may be filmed.  Pornographic photos of other children may be shown to demonstrate that the requested activity is engaged in by others and so is “OK.”  Once a child submits, threats may be made to keep the activity secret.  Similarly, an adolescent may be hired to model for the “straight” photographs, then offered more pay for disrobing and still more money to move on to explicit sexual acts.  Conversely, infants and very young children simply do not understand what is happening to them.
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WHAT CHILDREN ARE AT RISK?
The answer is greatly dependent upon a child’s age.  Infants and very young children are most apt to be victimized in or near their own homes by a father, stepfather, other relative or family friend because they are “available” to would-be victimizers.  Older, pre-pubescent and adolescent children may “yield” to victimization out of loneliness, poor self-concept, a longing for love, nurture and approval.  These potential victims are likely to feel distant from their parents, unloved and perhaps unlovable.  Sensing these needs, the pedophile responds with support and gestures of affection, and then slowly leads the child toward sexual involvement.

WHAT IS PSUEDO CHILD PORNOGRAPHY?

Pseudo child pornography is photographic or videotaped pornography in which adult actors who look child-like portray children in explicit sexual acts.  Technically, this is not child pornography since no child victims are involved.  The function of pseudo child pornography is similar to that of true child pornography, but skirts the legal restrictions imposed on true child pornography.

WHAT BECOMES OF THE VICTIMS?

The personal accounts of child pornography victims provide important insights.  The child victims suffer problems such as 1) lost childhoods, 2) confusion about the meaning of love and personal commitment, 3) low self-esteem, 4) alcohol/drug abuse and addiction, 5) prostitution, 6) depression and 7) the abuse of children in a re-enactment of their own victimization.  Although not all child victims may suffer long-term damage, much depends upon the nature of the victimization, the age of the child and the duration of the forbidden behavior.

DO CHILDREN EVER USE PORNOGRAPHY?

Much of the pornographic material supposedly intended for “adults only” reaches the hands of adolescents.  They are able to make purchases by misrepresenting their ages, through the assistance of older friends and from dealers who are willing to violate the law to sell to them.  Furthermore, adolescents and younger children often avail themselves of the novelty and excitement of dial-a-porn, explicit movies on cable and pay-per-view TV and Internet pornography websites.  Not only is the extent of such consumption almost impossible to determine, but reliable, scientific information concerning the outcome of such usage upon children is thus far very limited.
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THE PROCESS OF PRODUCING AND DISTRIBUTING
CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

All of the psychological factors that shape the characters of pedophiles remain unknown and not fully understood.  However, knowledge of the pattern of their sexual behavior is more complete.  The following diagram sets forth the major steps in the pornographer’s victimization of a child.
                                                                                          TRADES OR

                                                                                          SELLS PRINTS

                                                                           SAVES PHOTOS FOR

                                                                           OWN FANTASIES

                                                            TAKES PHOTOS

                                                            OF CHILD

                                             INTRODUCES

                                             SEXUAL ACTIVITY

                              BEFRIENDS

                              CHILD
               LOCATES

               ATTRACTIVE CHILD

CHILD
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CHILD MOLESTER – Most child molesters are males strongly attracted to, and depend upon, children for sexual gratification.  Molesters may have age and gender preferences.  They are seldom violent, but are quite secretive.

LOCATES ATTRACTIVE CHILD – Child molesters are constantly alert for children whom they find attractive because of physical and personal characteristics.  “Sizing up” the circumstances surrounding an attractive child, the molester decides whether to make contact.

BEFRIENDS CHILD – Upon finding an attractive child, the molester will put out “feelers” to assess the child’s vulnerability.  Through pleasant conversation, the purchase of food or other gifts, the child molester initiates a “friendship” with the child.
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INTRODUCES SEXUAL ACTIVITY – As the child-victim feels secure in the “friendship,” the molester may introduce affectionate touches, fondling and kissing.  Seduction of the child into various sexual activities will often then follow with the presentation of photos of other children engaged in explicit sexual acts as an “encouragement” to overcome resistance.

TAKES PHOTOS OF CHILD – Once the child is involved in the desired or directed sexual activity, the pornographer will take photos of the event.
SAVES PHOTOS OF CHILD – The child pornographer will use the photos for his own fantasies, for reliving the event and for use in the seduction of new victims.

TRADES OR SELLS PRINTS – Pedophiliac pornographers accumulate and save child photographs showing various explicit sexual acts, and then trade or sell them to one another, carefully maintaining lists of others with similar interests.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF PEDOPHILES

Pedophilia is defines as “sexual desire in an adult for a child.”  The causes and extent of this condition remain somewhat a mystery, and it is probably more prevalent than we know.  No two pedophiles are exactly alike, but some characteristics of pedophiles include the following.
· Pedophiles are generally between 25 and 35 years old, but some are younger or older.

· Pedophiles receive sexual gratification by contact with children.

· Pedophiles often find sexual gratification in fantasies engendered by the use of child pornography.

· Pedophiles are usually not violent or sadistic.

· Pedophiles may be heterosexual or homosexual.

· Pedophiles are sometimes married and have children.

· Pedophiles use sexually explicit materials of all kinds to stimulate and enhance their own fantasies.

· Pedophiles use sexually explicit materials to lower the inhibitions of children and to instruct them in acts they wish them to perform.

· Pedophiles often develop contacts with other pedophiles, discussing their interests, sharing materials and even the names of children.

· Pedophiles may have photographic equipment, including their own darkrooms.

· Pedophiles often accumulate and maintain large libraries of pornographic materials.

· Pedophiles often frequent places or attend activities where vulnerable children are apt to be.

· Pedophiles tend not to think of themselves as victimizers.

· Pedophiles are extremely secretive about their sexual interests.

· Pedophiles may be very convincing in their denials of being sexually interested in children.

· Pedophiles may blame or attempt to excuse their behavior on alcohol or drugs.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY VICTIMS
It is difficult to create an exact profile of child pornography victims, because so little information is available about them.  Nonetheless, information gathered from therapists, law enforcement officials and child molesters provide the following characteristics of child pornography victims.
· Victims include both boys and girls.

· Victims are generally between 10 and 16 years of age, but can be much younger.

· Victims are generally Caucasians but include all ethnic groups.

· Victims come from all social and economic levels.

· Victims may be loners or have no close friends.

· Victims tend to come from dysfunctional families.

· Victims usually have low self-esteem.

· Victims may be runaway or “throw away” children who have left home on their own or been thrown out by their parents.
· Victims may be of average of above intelligence, but are likely doing poorly in school and have few, if any, constructive activities.

· Victims tend to have much unsupervised leisure time and the freedom to hang around public places such as malls.

· Victims may attempt to dress and appear older than they are.

· Victims have had little or no religious or moral training.

· Victims tend to be hungry for attention, approval and support.

· Victims tend to have a fresh, innocent look.

· Victims often lack direction and goals for their lives.

· Victims tend to have no positive relationships with teachers or rewarding school experiences.

· Victims are unlikely to be close with either parent.
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AFFECTS OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

ON ITS VICTIMS

Pornographers (and pedophiles) victimize many more children than come to light.  Thus, there is still much to learn about the effects of such experiences upon the children involved.  An understanding of outcomes is complicated, too, by the fact that so many of the victims were already “at risk” because of their family situation (even without their sexual victimization they may have been headed for personal troubles).  From known victims, however, there are reports of effects, some of which include the following.

· Fear of adults
· Confusion about sex and sexuality

· Difficulty in achieving a “normal” adult sex life

· Serious feelings of unworthiness

· Lack of self-confidence

· Self-consciousness about personal appearance

· Continuing anger over the invasion of their personal privacy

· Nagging questions about, “Who is seeing those pictures of me?”

· Drug and alcohol abuse and addiction

· Prostitution

· Sexual victimization of other children

· Inability to concentrate

· Poor school/job performance

· Infection with sexually-transmitted diseases

· Poor self-concept

· Social withdrawal

· Loneliness

· Suicide

· Serious psychiatric disorders (depression, guilt, psychosis)

· Inability to establish and sustain healthy relationships
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WAYS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM BEING

PORNOGRAPHY VICTIMS

The potential for a child to be a victim of pornography is greater than we would like to think, including infants and toddlers too naive to know what is happening to them.  Older children also are at risk of sexual exploitation because of their lack of sexual knowledge. There are, however, guidelines that, when combined with love and commonsense, are basic to protecting children from being pornography victims.
· Know your child’s sitters, daycare personnel, playground monitors, teachers and other caregivers.

· Know neighbors, friends and other adults with whom your child spends time.

· Know your child’s friends and the members of their families.

· Know where and with whom your child spends time.

· Teach your child to be careful of strangers – to avoid gifts, touching, offers of rides and invitations to visit.

· Teach your child to tell you about adults who offer gifts, rides, invitations to visit and attempt to touch them.

· Develop strong communication with your child (including LISTENING to what the child has to say), so that he or she will feel comfortable talking about possible sexual exploitation.

· Monitor your child’s activities outside the home.

· Monitor your child’s reading material, especially as it relates to books, magazines and advertisements that utilize sexual imagery.

· Monitor your child’s use of the Internet, particularly chat rooms and pornographic websites.

· Answer your child’s questions about sex honestly, using commonsense and the child’s age as your guides.

· Be aware of sudden changes in your child’s behavior (secretiveness, withdrawal, anger or depression) and check it out carefully.

· Get professional help, if there are tensions within the family (between spouses, siblings or parents/siblings); such circumstances may increase the child’s risk of victimization.  
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SOURCES OF HELP AND INFORMATION ABOUT

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY
The following is a list of sources to contact about child pornography.  The first list contains local sources to contact for direct help or to report possible child pornography.  The second list contains national sources to contact for information.

LOCAL SOURCES

CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE – This is usually a 24-hour, confidential services manned by volunteers trained to respond to requests for information, make referrals to other agencies or dispatch help in the event of a crisis.
Telephone #
CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES – The main concern of this public agency is the prevention and detection of all form of child abuse.  Their trained investigators can be a source of general information or they can investigate instances of known or suspected abuse – with careful regard for confidentiality.
Telephone #
POLICE OR SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – Law enforcement agencies usually have at least one officer trained to deal with child abuse, including sexual victimization.  Should you suspect or have evidence of a child’s involvement in pornography, contact a law enforcement official.
Telephone #
NATIONAL SOURCES

ASACP

www.asacp.org
Ecpat International

www.ecpat.net
National Coalition for the Protection of Children & Families
www.nationalcoalition.org
CyberAngels

www.cyberangels.org
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children
www.missingkids.com
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