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WHAT ARE “LEGAL” DRUGS?

Medications prescribed by a doctor are one type of legal drug.  Another type includes these commonly used drugs.
· Alcohol

· Nicotine

· Aspirin

· Caffeine

FOR WHAT REASONS ARE PEOPLE ARRESTED FOR USE OR POSSESSION OF LEGAL DRUGS?

The most common reasons to arrest someone for use or possession of legal drugs include the following.

· Under-Age Drinking – Drinking alcohol under the legal drinking age of 21-years-old

· Driving While Intoxicated – Driving a motor vehicle with a Blood-Alcohol Concentration level of .08 or higher

· Prescription Drug Use – Using prescription drugs for non-medical purposes

· Illegal Distribution – Distributing alcohol or cigarettes to persons under age 21, or distributing prescription drugs to someone who does not have a doctor’s prescription.

WHY REGULATE LEGAL DRUGS?
Laws regulate some legal drugs because their use is potentially harmful.  For example, it is illegal to sell alcohol or cigarettes to persons under age 21, and it is illegal for persons younger than 21 to use these legal drugs.  Likewise, there are regulations for the drugs doctors prescribe for illness or infection.

WHAT ARE “ILLEGAL” DRUGS?

Drugs are classified “illegal” when the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration (FDEA) puts them on its list of “Controlled Substances.”  Drugs become Controlled Substances when their effects are too risky for use without a doctor’s prescription.
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WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES?
The following Controlled Substances are some of the primary drugs classified illegal by the FDEA: 1) GHB, 2) LSD, 3) cannabis, 4) DMT, 5) heroin, 6) MDMA, 7) psilocybin, 8) MDA,  9) peyote, 10) mescaline, 11) methaqualone, 12) STP, 13) AMT, 14) Ritalin, 15) PCP, 16) most opiates, 17) some barbiturates, 18) amphetamine, 19) 2C-B, 20) amphetamine, 21) anabolic steroids, 22) Ketamine, 23) Cathinone and 24) certain analogs.
WHAT CAN HAPPEN IF A PERSON IS CAUGHT USING ILLEGAL DRUGS?

Using illegal drugs is a crime.  Illegal drug users younger than age 18 usually go to Juvenile Court, where they face probation or placement in a treatment program.  Older users face charges in Adult Criminal Court, where they receive a fine and placement in jail or a treatment facility.
WHAT CAN HAPPEN IF A PERSON IS CAUGHT SELLING ILLEGAL DRUGS?

Selling illegal drugs is also a crime – A VERY SERIOUS CRIME.  The Juvenile Court generally handles persons under age 18 accused of selling illegal drugs, but some juvenile drug cases transfer to Adult Criminal Court.  Conviction as an adult for selling drugs can result in being sent to prison for a long time.

ARE DRUGS AND CRIME RELATED?

Law enforcement agencies make over one million arrests for drug-law violations each year; and drugs are not only a crime to use or sell, they also can cause the user to commit other crimes.  In fact, one of every 13 arrests in the United States is for a drug-related crime.

WHAT ARE DRUG-RELATED CRIMES?

Drug users sometimes commit crimes while under the influence of the drug.  For example, addiction to heroin and cocaine causes some addicts to commit crimes against property so they can buy more of these drugs.  Similarly, alcohol and PCP can cause users to commit crimes against persons because these drugs promote violence.  Other examples of crimes related to drug use include the following.

Crime Against Property
· Burglary

· Theft

· Vandalism
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Crimes Against Persons

· Assault

· Battery

· Rape

WHAT HAPPENS TO DRUG USERS WHO COMMIT DRUG-RELATED CRIMES?

Drug users who commit drug-related crimes can be prosecuted for both the crime and their drug use.  This means they may get a more severe penalty than persons who committed the same crime but were not on drugs.  The Federal Government has declared a “War on Drugs,” and the way they are trying to win it is to make the penalties for using or selling drugs so severe that people will be afraid to break the drug laws.  In fact, most offenders of all ages in America’s detention homes, reformatories, jails and prisons are there for drug-related crimes.
HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO PREVENTED DRUG-RELATED CRIMES?

Drug laws are becoming stronger, and penalties are getting more severe.  Many schools promote “drug-free” policies and police their campuses.  Employers are testing for drugs and prosecuting users.  Neighborhoods and communities are working with police and reporting drug activities.  Parents are monitoring their own use of drugs, both legal and illegal, as well as that of their children.  It is possible to prevent drug-related crimes when citizens know and uphold the drug laws.

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE ABOUT DRUGS AND THE LAW?

For more information about drugs and the law, visit these websites.

Schaeffer Library of Drug Policy
www.druglibrary.org
Urban 75

www.urban75.com
Youth Net UK
www.thesite.org
Drug Scope

www.drugscope.org
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