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INTRODUCTION

Throughout history, there exists a close connection between the treatment of children and a society’s value system.  Historically, children were considered the property of their families.  Parents, particularly fathers, had the right to decide how a child was cared for and whether it lived or died.  Many early societies practiced “infanticide” (the killing of infants and young children) as a form of population control.  In some cultures, newborns were plunged into frigid water to test their ability to survive.  Records from early 17th century England attest to the burial of infants murdered by drowning, burning and scalding
Some methods of discipline used in early western civilization today are viewed as cruel and abusive treatment.  For example, many 18th century schoolmasters believed in the old English tradition of “education through pain” and whipped children regularly with leather straps called “flappers.”  Discipline was severe in school and at home in the hope of transforming children into “God-fearing” individuals.

Children often have been the victims of various forms of exploitation by adults, including “well-meaning” parents.  Before child labor laws, many children became virtual slaves to apprentice-masters in return for room and board.  During the Industrial Revolution, children entered the labor market at very young ages because their small bodies were suited for jobs such as chimney sweeps and mining.  They also received less pay than adults did.

Gradually, convents, churches and philanthropists began to lead efforts to protect children.  Other concerned citizens became involved with the protection of children and the government passed child protection laws.  In the United States today, all states have mandatory reporting laws requiring a variety of professionals, such as teachers, clergy and doctors, to report suspected child abuse and neglect.
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Despite strong government legislation, and a healthy change in this country’s attitude toward the treatment of children, some form of child abuse or neglect can be found in nearly every American neighborhood.  Because of the many stresses suffered within society and the family, childcare experts believe that children today are at high risk to suffer emotional abuse or neglect.  In turn, the effects of emotional abuse or neglect can seriously affect a child’s current and future life.

What are the effects of emotional abuse or neglect on children?  Are abused and neglected children always emotionally damaged?  How can you help reduce the potentially damaging effects of emotional abuse and neglect on children?  These and other important questions are addressed in this publication, written to help concerned adults create and maintain a healthy emotional environment for all children.

                                                                                        Waln K. Brown, Ph.D.

                                                                                        Thomas A. Newnam, B.S.

                                                                                        William Gladden Foundation

-III-

TABLE OF CONTENTS

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

What Is Emotional Child Abuse?........................................................................................5

What Is Emotional Child Neglect?......................................................................................5

Who Commits Emotional Child Abuse And Neglect?........................................................5

Why Do Parents Emotionally Abuse Their Children?........................................................5

Why Do Parents Emotionally Neglect Their Children?......................................................6
What Is Parent/Child Bonding?...........................................................................................6

What Are Some Warning Signs Of Potentially Abusive

     Or Neglectful Parents Of Unborn Children?..................................................................6

What Can Happen To An Emotionally Abused Or Neglected Infant?................................6

What Is Non-Organic Failure To Thrive Syndrome?..........................................................7
What Is Psychosocial Dwarfism?........................................................................................7

What Are Some Characteristics Of Emotionally Abused Or Neglected Children?.............7

Are Parents Who Emotionally Abuse Or Neglect Their Children Mentally Ill?.................7
Are Children Of Divorce More Likely To Suffer From Emotional Abuse And Neglect?..8

Are Children From Single-Parent Homes More Likely To

     Suffer From Emotional Abuse And Neglect?......................................................……...8

Are Children From Alcoholic Families More Likely To

     Suffer From Emotional Abuse And Neglect?.................................................................8

Is Yelling At Children Emotional Abuse?...........................................................................8
Does Emotional Child Abuse And Neglect Affect School Performance?...........................9

Who Reports Emotional Child Abuse And Neglect?..........................................................9

Do I Have Legal Protection When I Report Suspected

     Emotional Child Abuse And Neglect?...........................................................................9

How Can Emotionally Abusive Or Neglectful Parents Get Help?.....................................9
OBSTACLES EXPERIENCED BY EMOTIONALLY

     ABUSIVE AND NEGLECTFUL PARENTS…………………………….……….10

PERSONAL SKILLS EMOTIONALLY ABUSIVE AND

     NEGLECTFUL PARENTS MAY HAVE FAILED TO MASTER……………...11      
CONDITIONS COMMON TO EMOTIONALLY ABUSIVE

     AND NEGLECTFUL PARENTS.............................................................................12
BEHAVIORS OF EMOTIONALLY ABUSIVE AND NEGLECTFUL PARENTS13
SYMPTOMS OF EMOTIONALLY ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN..14
THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN…………………………………………….………....15

AGENCIES TO CONTACT ABOUT CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT…….........16

-IV-

WHAT IS EMOTIONAL CHILD ABUSE?
Because children who experience any form of physical or emotional maltreatment are likely to bear emotional scars, it is necessary to use the following broad definition of child abuse to encompass all forms of emotional abuse.  A child may be considered emotionally abused if she or he is: 1) under age 18; 2) subjected to non-accidental, serious physical or mental injury, sexual abuse or exploitation; or 3) serious physical or emotional neglect caused by acts or omissions of the child’s parents or other persons responsible for the child’s welfare.  The abuse of children by persons other than those mentioned above is a “crime against persons.”  Emotional or psychological abuse is the least understood and hardest to prove form of child abuse, and may be the most common and damaging.
WHAT IS EMOTIONAL CHILD NEGLECT?

Although the legal language describing emotional neglect of children varies in different states, social workers and legislators generally agree that a child suffering in any of the following areas may be a victim of emotional neglect: 1) inadequate physical care, 2) absence of or inadequate medical attention, 3) cruel or abusive treatment, 4) improper supervision, 5) exploitation of the child’s earning capacity, 6) unlawfully keeping the child out of school and 7) exposing the child to criminal or immoral influences that endanger her/his morals.

WHO COMMITS EMOTIONAL CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT?

Any kind of child abuse, such as physical or sexual abuse, also can involve emotional abuse or neglect.  Parents are responsible for committing about 90% of all child abuse, including emotional abuse and neglect.  Fathers and mothers are nearly equally responsible for committing emotional child abuse and neglect.  Caretakers and other family members also can commit emotional child abuse and neglect.

WHY DO PARENTS EMOTIONALLY ABUSE THEIR CHILDREN?
Parents have different circumstances and personalities, and children vary widely in their health and behavior; therefore, the reasons why parents emotionally abuse their children are many and complex.  However, experts have identified three common themes to help explain the major reasons why parents emotionally abuse their children.  1) Many child abusers suffered abuse as children or had unhappy childhoods.  2) Child abuse often happens when a family is experiencing financial or emotional stress.  3) Child abuse is more likely to happen in families that are socially isolated and have few or no friends and little contact with relatives.  In many cases, unhappy parents project their day-to-day frustrations onto their children.
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WHY DO PARENTS EMOTIONALLY NEGLECT THEIR CHILDREN?
The typically neglectful parent is an isolated individual who has difficulty forming relationships or performing the routine tasks of everyday life.  Burdened by anger and sadness because of unmet childhood needs and difficult current circumstances, the neglectful parent finds it hard to constantly recognize and meet the needs of his/her children.  Studies suggest that most neglectful parents are 1) unable to plan, 2) indifferent to their behavior toward their children and 3) lack knowledge about how to meet their children’s needs.

WHAT IS PARENT/CHILD BONDING?

Parent/child bonding is a term childcare experts use to describe the way a parent and infant develop closeness from their first contact with each other.  Studies suggest that the timing and circumstances of the first contact between parent and baby, and the quality of their bonding, play an important role in their future parent/child relationship.  Studies also reveal that a significant number of abusive parents and their offspring experience separation early in the child’s life.
WHAT ARE SOME WARNING SIGNS OF POTENTIALLY ABUSIVE OR NEGLECTFUL PARENTS OF UNBORN CHILDREN?

Expectations built-up during pregnancy by mother and father can significantly affect the parent/child relationship.  Potentially abusive or neglectful parents tend to think of the baby more in terms of how much satisfaction the child will bring them, rather than considering the joys of caring for a helpless, dependent baby.  Studies show that prior to the birth of their babies, abusive and neglectful mothers often are preoccupied with thoughts of how much their child will love them.  Babies born to these mothers are two to four times more likely to be premature than are other babies and ten times more likely to be delivered by caesarian section.

WHAT CAN HAPPEN TO AN EMOTIONALLY ABUSED OR NEGLECTED INFANT?

When parents are inconsistent in caring for their infant (such as meeting the infant’s needs one minute and not the next), the infant may become fearful of his/her environment.  Infant who receive poor care often demonstrate poor muscle tone.  The infant’s social development – smiling, cooing and babbling – also may suffer delays.  Emotionally abused infants also may suffer delays in 1) turning over, 2) reaching for toys and 3) crawling and sitting.  In extreme cases of emotional abuse or neglect, the infant may develop what doctors call “failure to thrive syndrome” and die.
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WHAT IS NON-ORGANIC FAILURE TO THRIVE SYNDROME?
NON-ORGANIC FAILURE TO THRIVE SYNDROME is a condition found in infants and diagnosed by the presence of one or more of the following factors.  1) The infant is below the bottom fifth percentile in weight or height.  2) The infant was once of a weight and height within the expected norm for his/her age group but has fallen below the norm.  3) The infant shows a delay in psychomotor development.  Non-organic failure to thrive syndrome can result from parental inexperience or be a sign of abuse or neglect.  Infants quickly sense the attitudes and feelings of caregivers.  If a caregiver has extreme negative feelings toward an infant, lacks attachment or views the child as too demanding, the infant may die in reaction to a hostile environment.

WHAT IS PSYCHOSOCIAL DWARFISM?

Children from 18 months to 16 years of age may suffer from a syndrome known as PSYCHOSOCIAL DWARFISM.  The symptoms are similar to “non-organic failure to thrive syndrome” in that emotional deprivation promotes abnormally low growth.  Children with “psychosocial dwarfism” also are below the fifth percentile in weight or height, exhibit retarded skeletal maturation and a variety of behavioral problems such as bizarre eating patterns, failure to sleep, sleep walking, hyperactivity, enuresis, encopresis and extreme fatigue.  These children also tend to experience disturbances of growth in speech, emotional development and social relationships.
WHAT ARE SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF EMOTIONALLY ABUSED OR NEGLECTED?
Maltreated children usually have poor motor control and delayed language development.  Physically, they often have poor skin clarity and dull hair.  Young children reflect a lack of positive emotional stimulation by being very dull and passive in their interpersonal relationships.  They also tend to do poorly with schoolwork and have difficulties with their peers and teachers.  Emotionally abused or neglected children learn that life is hostile and unpredictable, that they cannot count on having their needs met.  As a result, they tend to develop an inability to delay gratification.  This often leads to behavioral problems such as impulsiveness, stealing, sexual promiscuity and alcohol or drug abuse.

ARE PARENTS WHO EMOTIONALLY ABUSE OR NEGLECT THEIR CHILDREN MENTALLY ILL?
A small percentage of abusive or neglectful parents have chronic mental disorders.  However, they do tend to be unhappy adults struggling with their own unresolved childhood problems.  Parents who emotionally abuse or neglect their children are frequently wrestling with their own developmental conflicts.  In this sense, they are emotionally immature parents raising children.  In general, they exhibit low self-esteem, impulsivity, excessive dependency, unrealistic expectations of their children, and role-reversal with their children and a failure to master the challenges of parenting.

-7-

ARE CHILDREN OF DIVORCE MORE LIKELY TO SUFFER FROM EMOTIONAL ABUSE AND NEGLECT?
YES, children of divorce are at high risk to suffer from abuse and neglect.  It is difficult to determine, however, whether the divorce process causes a child’s emotional problems or if the child is suffering from the long-term effects of a bad marriage.  When the family members view divorce as a difficult but necessary change in the family structure, and both parents are able to keep the physical and emotional welfare of the children in mind throughout the divorce process, the children may only suffer a painful adjustment that does not seriously affect them.

ARE CHILDREN FROM SINGLE-PARENT HOMES MORE LIKELY TO SUFFER FROM EMOTIONAL ABUSE AND NEGLECT?
YES, studies suggest that children from single-parent families are more likely to develop social and emotional problems than are children from two-parent families.  Single parents often feel overwhelmed as they face the challenge of childrearing, maintaining a home and working, with little or no assistance from other adults.  Consequently, many single parents become preoccupied with their own struggle as sole provider of their children’s needs.  Most single parents, however, with the help of family, friends or professional counseling, raise emotionally healthy children.

ARE CHILDREN FROM ALCOHOLIC FAMILIES MORE LIKELY TO SUFFER FROM EMOTIONAL ABUSE AND NEGLECT?

YES, alcoholic parents and their spouses usually are not equipped to provide consistent nurturing and quality care to their children.  Alcoholic families usually experience high levels of conflict, anxiety and stress.  Children from alcoholic families tend to have low self-esteem and to develop a variety of emotional and behavioral problems.  They are likely to be victims of abuse and neglect and to bear deep emotional scars throughout their lives.

IS YELLING AT CHILDREN EMOTIONAL ABUSE?
Some childcare experts advise parents not to raise their voices or argue with children.  Other theories encourage parents to express their feelings and frustrations verbally.  Each parent must develop his/her own style of parent/child communication.  Parents can reduce the potential for emotional abuse when they observe the following guidelines.  1) Treat each family member, regardless of age, with respect.  2) No family member should direct verbal attacks or name-calling toward another family member.  3) Family members should be good listeners and acknowledge each other’s right to a difference of opinion.  4) Parents need to reassure their children that, although certain behaviors are unacceptable, they love them.
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DOES EMOTIONAL ABUSE AND NEGLECT AFFECT SCHOOL PERFORMANCE?
YES, emotional child abuse and neglect can and usually does affect school performance.  Children who suffer from emotional maltreatment tend to develop low self-esteem and exhibit a variety of psychological and behavioral problems.  They often have trouble concentrating on their studies and completing assignments.  Their school attendance and classroom behaviors are often erratic.  Students who perform below their abilities and who exhibit problem behaviors may be experiencing emotional abuse or neglect.

WHO REPORTS EMOTIONAL CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT?

Professionals whose employment puts them in contact with children, such as educators, law enforcement, social services, medical and childcare professionals are MANDATED REPORTERS.  This means they are legally responsible to report suspected child abuse and neglect.  However, anybody who suspects the abuse or neglect of a child can and should report it.  Reporting suspected emotional abuse or neglect can save a child from continued maltreatment.  Reporting suspected emotional child abuse and neglect is the most important means of preventing a child’s further suffering.

DO I HAVE LEGAL PROTECTION WHEN I REPORT SUSPECTED EMOTIONAL CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT?
YES, you do have legal protection when you report suspected child sexual abuse.  Persons who report “in good faith” are not legally liable, even if the report cannot be proven.  Many people fear that if they identify themselves, when reporting suspected emotional child abuse or neglect, the child’s parents can sue them.  Every state has a child abuse law that protects the reporter from civil and criminal liability if the reporter is sued.

HOW CAN EMOTIONALLY ABUSIVE OR NEGLECTFUL PARENTS GET HELP?

Raising children is not easy.  An angry remark, and refusal or affection or attention, are common acts against children at some time committed by nearly every parent.  Before these acts get out of hand, parents should seek help.  Counseling is one way to approach the problem.  Support groups such as Parents Anonymous can offer a further alternative.  It is important that abusive parents know they are not alone.  Other parents have similar problems.  There are professionals and concerned people ready to help.  Most abusive and neglectful parents who reach out for help become better at controlling their problems and caring for their children.
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OBSTACLES EXPERIENCED BY
EMOTIONALLY ABUSIVE AND NEGLECTFUL PARENTS

Studies suggest that emotionally abusive and neglectful parents tend to be indifferent toward their children.  Most such parents have little desire to harm their children; rather, they have a limited desire to help them.  They are children themselves (in terms of their unmet personal needs) who react immaturely to the demands of parenthood.  They are often poorly equipped to plan and show little consistency of direction, other than a constant drift toward personal and family disintegration.  They are more likely to seek escape from their problems than to establish solutions.  The following information explains how parents need to overcome three common obstacles to be successful parents and avoid maltreating their children.  While all parents occasionally fail to overcome each of these obstacles, the chronic lack of knowledge, judgment and motivation results in emotional child abuse and neglect.
LACK OF KNOWLEDGE – Emotionally abusive and neglectful parents often lack knowledge in the following areas: child development, child psychology, children’s needs, child discipline, parenting skills, emotional nurturing and stimulation.
LACK OF JUDGMENT – Emotionally abusive and neglectful parents often lack judgment in the following areas: perceiving when a child is ill, leaving young children unsupervised, realizing that children do not act like adults, knowing that parents and children have expected roles and understanding that these roles should not be reversed.

LACK OF MOTIVATION – Emotionally abusive and neglectful parents often lack motivation in the following areas: seeking help with their personal problems, knowing how to initiate change, learning how to meet their children’s emotional needs and abandoning abusive and neglectful behaviors learned from their parents.
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PERSONAL SKILLS EMOTIONALLY ABUSIVE

AND NEGLECTFUL PARENTS MAY HAVE FAILED TO MASTER

The following is a list of important personal skills emotionally abusive and neglectful parents may have failed to master.  Parents who mistreat their children generally suffer from low self-esteem.  They probably experienced parental rejection, inconsistency, lack of love and nurturing, emotional abuse or neglect during childhood.  As parents gain understanding in the following areas, they reduce the risk that they will continue to emotionally abuse or neglect their children.
DELAYING GRATIFICATION – Typically, emotionally abusive and neglectful parents experienced inconsistency during their childhood.  One minute they received love or attention, the next minute they were ignored or mistreated.  Consequently, many emotionally abusive or neglectful parents have little trust that better things will happen in the future and have difficulty waiting for results.  They live in a world of “instant gratification.”  They very often expect immediate results from their children.  When these immediate results are not forthcoming, they may feel powerless and blame their children for their own frustrations.  Parents need to learn how to delay their personal needs for gratification, teach their children not to be impulsive and learn that children seldom perceive time in the same way they do.

MEETING PERSONAL NEEDS – Many emotionally abusive and neglectful parents express their personal needs in extreme ways.  They learned in early childhood that a quiet request for attention was ignored while a tantrum was acknowledged – if by a slap, cutting remark or other negative response.  This family pattern of communication often passes to their children until everybody in the family is vying to meet personal needs through extreme or dramatic behaviors.  Parents need to demonstrate healthy ways of communicating their personal needs and responding to the personal needs of other family members.
DETERMINING LIMITS OF RESPONSIBILITY – Emotionally abusive and neglectful parents are often unable to accept responsibility for their own actions and tend to blame others for their problems.  Unfortunately, children are often the targets of angry or frustrated parents who blame others for their unhappiness.  By accepting responsibility for their own lives, parents can demonstrate the value of being self-directed, rather than always feeling like a “victim” of other people’s actions.
MAKING DECISIONS – Healthy families teach children how to make decisions.  For example, by teaching them how to choose a nutritious breakfast, parents help children learn how to decide what to eat.  Emotionally abusive and neglectful parents tend to fear loss of control, feeling “threatened” by their children’s independence.  Such parents fail to teach their children how to make decisions, which can limit their ability to master the personal skills of adulthood and parenting.
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CONDITIONS COMMON TO

EMOTIONALLY ABUSIVE AND NEGLECTFUL PARENTS

The following is a list of conditions common to emotionally abusive and neglectful parents.  These conditions indicate that children experiencing such situations are at risk for emotional abuse or neglect.

· A pattern of arguing or fighting between parents

· A single-parent household

· One or both parents were abused or neglected as children or had unhappy, disrupted or insecure childhoods

· One or both parents have a history of psychological problems

· One or both parents have a history of criminal behavior

· One or both parents have a history of suicidal behavior

· One or both parents abuse alcohol or other drugs

· One or both parents rarely sees their own parents or relatives

· One or both parents have few friends or no social activities

· One or both parents suffer from low self-esteem

· One or both parents suffer from unemployment or underemployment

· One or both parents suffer from depression

· One or both parents are experiencing emotional stress

· One or both parents are experiencing financial stress

· One or both parents are constantly ill

· One or both parents believe in the value of physical punishment

· One or both parents expect children to obey immediately

· One or both parents are emotionally immature

· One or both parents divorce and remarry frequently

· One or both parents use harsh or foul language

· One or both parents are sexually promiscuous

· One or both parents fail to provide an appropriate adult role model

· One or both parents fail to provide children with regular and nutritious meals

· One or both parents fail to provide children with adequate shelter or clothing

· The child sleeps in parents’ bedroom

· The child is illegitimate or the result of an unexpected or unwanted pregnancy

· The child’s natural parent is absent from the home

· The mate is not the natural parent of the child

· The mother is unmarried

· The mother has below average intelligence

· The mother withholds love as a punishment

· The mother gets no breaks from the child or children

· The mother does not understand or cannot cope with the stage of development the child is experiencing
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BEHAVIORS OF

EMOTIONALLY ABUSIVE AND NEGLECTFUL PARENTS
The following list includes common behaviors of abusive and neglectful parents.  Children who repeatedly experience these parental behaviors are at risk to suffer long-term psychological, emotional and social problems that may continue into adulthood.
· Blaming a child for situations not within his or her control

· Calling a child bad names

· Constant criticism of a child

· Deserting or avoiding a child

· Disinterest in or rejection of a child

· Dressing a child in clothes of the opposite sex

· Embarrassing a child in public

· Failing to meet a child’s physical and emotional needs

· Isolating a child from society or “normal” friendships

· Keeping a child out of school

· Lying to a child

· Negatively comparing a child with other children

· Often making a child feel ashamed or guilty

· Physical or sexual abuse

· Placing a child in dangerous situations

· “Setting up” a child to fail

· Sharing alcohol or drugs with a child

· Stealing a child from her/his natural parent

· Teaching a child immoral or illegal behaviors

· Teasing or “putting down” a child

· Threatening to harm a child

· Using a child as a “weapon” in separation or divorce

· Withholding food

· Withholding love, affection or attention

· Withholding medical attention

· Yelling or screaming at a child
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SYMPTOMS OF
EMOTIONALLY ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN

The following list includes common symptoms resulting from emotional child abuse and neglect.  Some symptoms may be short-term and confined to childhood, while others may handicap the child into adulthood – sometimes for life.

· Alcoholism or other drug abuse

· Autism

· Aggressive, hostile or violent behavior

· Confused sexual identity

· Delinquent or criminal behavior

· Depression

· Discipline problems

· Eating disorders

· Failure to thrive syndrome

· Feelings of guilt or shame

· Fire setting

· Hyperactivity

· Hypochondria

· Inappropriate sexual behavior

· Learning difficulties

· Low self-esteem

· Nervous disorders

· Psychological disorders

· Psychological dwarfism

· Psychosomatic complaints

· Self-abusive behavior

· Sexual promiscuity

· Shyness

· Sleep disorders

· Stuttering

· Suicide thoughts, gestures or attempts

· Tendency to physically, sexually or emotionally abuse younger children

· Truancy

· Withdrawal from social activities
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THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

Until recently, children have had few clearly defined rights, except after maltreatment.  The following list outlines children’s rights proposed by the New York Youth Commission and based on the United Nations General Assembly Resolution of 1959.

· Affection, love guidance and understanding from parents and teachers

· Adequate nutrition and medical care to aid mental, physical and social growth

· Free education to develop individual abilities and to become useful members of society

· Special care, if handicapped
· Opportunity for recreation in a wholesome, well-rounded environment

· An environment that reflects peace and mutual concern
· The opportunity for sound moral development

· Constructive discipline to help develop responsibility and character

· Good adult examples to follow

· A future commensurate with abilities and aspirations

· Enjoyment of all these rights, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national or social origin
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AGENCIES TO CONTACT ABOUT

EMOTIONAL CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

The following is a list of agencies to contact about emotional child abuse and neglect.  The first list contains agencies to contact when reporting suspected emotional child abuse and neglect.  The second list contains agencies that provide information about emotional child abuse and neglect.

REPORT SUSPECTED EMOTIONAL CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE – The National Child Abuse Hotline is a toll-free number that can be called from anywhere in the United States and can is available around the clock.

Telephone #1-800-422-4453

POLICE DEPARTMENT – Most police departments have at least one officer responsible for juvenile matters or an officer who investigates crimes against persons.

Telephone # 911

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES – CPS is a special unit in each state and local Department of Human Services responsible for investigating suspected child abuse and neglect.

Telephone #

INFORMATION ABOUT EMOTIONAL CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect

www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org
National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information
www.nccanch.acf.hhs.org
Parents Anonymous

www.parentsanonymous.org
Prevent Child Abuse America

www.preventchildabuse.org
Child Abuse Prevention Network

www.child-abuse.com
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