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WHAT IS SCHOOL ABSENTEEISM?

School absenteeism includes all excused and unexcused forms of non-attendance, such as students who are truant, suspended or expelled, delinquent, chronically ill, pregnant, runaways, tardy or belong in school but have never enrolled or attended.

WHAT IS TRUANCY?

Students are truant when they are absent from school without legitimate reason or without permission from home or school.  The main concern is chronic truants (students who frequently stay out of school without permission).  They are potential dropouts.

WHEN DOES TRUANCY BEGIN?

Potential dropouts can be identified by the third grade.  Students who are constantly late from school, idle away too much time, linger on tasks and find excuses to stay home from school are showing signs of becoming truants and potential dropouts.

WHY ARE SOME STUDENTS TRUANTS?

Truancy occurs when students:

· Associate with the wrong friends

· Use alcohol or other drugs

· Have trouble relating to people

· Feel deep resentment toward authority

· Get little support or help when it is needed

· Are bored, unsuccessful, lonely or socially isolated

· Prefer a job and money to an education

· Feel they are not part of the school system

WHAT DO TRUANTS DO?

They may go to the movies, shop, walk around the streets, hide in an isolated area or hang out with friends.  Many return home as soon as their parents leave, where they sleep, watch TV or entertain friends.  Some have jobs.  Students who are frequently absent from school are at-risk of becoming involved with sexual misconduct, drugs and alcohol, delinquent or criminal acts.
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HOW DO TRUANTS TRICK PARENTS AND SCHOOLS?

Some pretend to be sick.  Others lie to parents about attending (or not having to attend) school functions.  Many fib to school personnel about having to attend special family activities such as funerals.  They may also make up medical appointment, write false notes or forge excuse slips.

WHY SHOULD PARENTS BE CONCERNED?

Frequent school absenteeism can limit a child’s potential.  Consider the following:
· The more children miss school, the less they learn

· The less they learn, the lower their grades

· The lower their grades, the more likely they will be placed in a slow learning section

· The more troubles they have in school, the less they want to stay in school

· The less they want to stay in school, the less likely they are to graduate

· Dropouts have more trouble finding and keeping jobs than do graduates and they tend to earn less money over a lifetime

WHY DO STUDENTS DROPOUT?

The most common reasons why students drop out of school are 1) low self-esteem and 2) family influences.  Many dropouts have a poor self-image and do not believe they can be good students.  Dropouts also come from families where education is not valued.  Teenage pregnancy also causes students to drop out of school.

WHY DO PARENTS ALLOW SCHOOL ABSENTEEISM?

Some parents may have “given up” or do not care if their child attends school.  Others, such as immigrants, may be unaware of school attendance laws and policies.  Working parents may use older siblings for childcare.  Poor families may need the extra earnings of an employed child.

ARE PARENTS RESPONSIBLE FOR SCHOOL ATTENDANCE?

Yes, parents are responsible for their child’s school attendance.  Unexcused absences can result in fines.  A series of unexcused absences may require a court hearing.  Sometimes the court will put parents in jail when they do not comply with compulsory attendance laws and policies.

-2-

HOW CAN PARENTS CHECK ON SCHOOL ATTENDANCE?

Parents who suspect their child is not in school can:

· Phone the school to ask whether the child is in class

· Phone the school daily, since a truant child will find ways to out-wit a single phone call
· Ask a teacher or school administrator to inform them when their child is absent

· Personally go to the school to check on their child’s attendance

HOW CAN PARENTS PROMOTE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE?

Promoting school attendance is the duty of parents, not just the school.  Because school attendance is CRITICAL to a child’s education, parents should consider the following policies.

· Begin early in a child’s life to encourage learning

· Regularly emphasize the value of education

· Become a school volunteer, thereby showing the value you place on education

· Take an interest in your child’s coursework, grades and activities, and offer your help and support

· Stress the relationship of a diploma to enjoying a full and rewarding life
· Contact a social services agency for assistance, rather than expect your child to remain home from school to help you

· Meet regularly with teachers to discuss the child’s progress and to determine how you can help improve the school experience

· Work closely with the school to resolve attendance problems

· Seek help if you cannot control your child’s attendance

WHAT HELP IS AVAILABLE?

If you cannot control your child’s school attendance, contact the school principal or attendance officer and ask for help.  The Juvenile Probation Office and Police Department are also excellent local resources.  To learn more about school attendance, visit the following websites.
Truancy Prevention
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/truancy/index.html
Focus Adolescence Services

www.focusas.com/Dropout.html
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