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WHAT IS PCP?

Phencyclidine (PCP) is an illegal street drug produced by bootleg chemists for sale to drug users.  Also called “angel dust,” PCP is loosely classified as a hallucinogen.
WHAT DOES PCP LOOK LIKE?

Bootleg chemists manufacture PCP as a tablet, capsule, liquid, flake or crystal-like powder.

HOW DOES ONE TAKE PCP?

PCP can be swallowed, smoked, sniffed or injected.  Sometimes it is sprinkled on crack, marijuana, tobacco or parsley and smoked.  Some users snort or inject a fine powdered form of PCP.

WHO USES PCP?

The use of PCP appears to be on the rise among teenagers.  Regular and occasional users of PCP attend inner city and suburban high schools.
IS PCP ADDICITNG?

PCP is less physically addictive than some drugs, but it does create a powerful psychological addiction.  As a result, users may experience withdrawal symptoms when they discontinue PCP use, including physical distress, lack of energy and depression.

IS PCP A DANGEROUS DRUG?

Absolutely!  PCP is one of the most dangerous drugs because the effects of PCP are unpredictable.  PCP can cause violent behavior or irreversible psychosis (loss of contact with reality) the first time it is used, the tenth time, or never.  There is no sure way of knowing exactly what the effects will be, and the user’s past experience with PCP cannot predict future results.  Users must also be concerned about the impurities and inconsistencies in the manufacture of this drug.
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WHY IS THE PURITY OF PCP A DANGER?

When sold as a powder (angel dust), PCP is usually at least 50% pure.  When sold in other forms, however, PCP can be even less pure.  Thus, the user is getting an unknown amount of this drug.  PCP also may contain many dangerous impurities such as potassium cyanide (a poisonous substance).  This is because nearly all of the PCP sold on the streets is made by bootleg chemists who use whatever additives are available, and who can make a higher profit by “cutting” the amount of PCP in the final product.

WHAT IS BEHAVIORAL TOXICITY?

The greatest danger of using PCP is its behavioral toxicity – what it causes users to do to themselves and others.  PCP can trigger psychotic attacks that make people temporarily insane and sometimes violent.  Accidental death can result from auto wrecks, falls or burns.  Furthermore, half of all PCP deaths are from drowning.  This is because PCP raises body temperature and gives the skin a hot, dry feeling that promotes a desire to swim.

WHAT ARE THE DELUSIONAL AND ANESTHETIC EFFECTS OF USING PCP?

Delusions are false beliefs, and because of the delusional effects of PCP, users may feel they have superhuman strength and abilities.  Because of its anesthetic effects, PCP users may not feel physical pain.  This altered perception of mind and body can result in self-mutilation, injury or death due to reckless behaviors and loss of touch with reality.

WHAT ARE THE MENTAL EFFECTS OF USING PCP?

The effects of PCP on the mind depend upon factors such as the purity, the user’s state-of-mind and the amount taken.  For example, when taken under ideal conditions and in tiny doses, the effects may range from feeling sleepy to seeing visions.  When taken in large doses, however, mental effects may include the following.
· Anxiety

· Paranoia

· Flashbacks

· Irritability

· Mental confusion

· Speech difficulties

· Stupor

· Delusions (false beliefs)

· Auditory and visual hallucinations

· Delirium (temporary mental disorder)

· Long term psychosis (severe mental disorder involving loss of contact with reality)
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WHAT ARE THE PHYSICAL EFFECTS OF USING PCP?

The effects of PCP on the body depend upon such factors as the purity of the drug, the amount taken, the user’s physical health and his or her tolerance to the drug.  For example, even when taken under the best conditions, the user’s physical reactions to PCP can range from the top to the bottom of this list.

· Double-vision

· Nausea

· Sweating

· Dizziness

· Numbness

· Restlessness

· Poor muscle control

· Increased heart rate and blood pressure

· Respiratory depression

· Convulsions

· Heart and lung failure

· Ruptured blood vessels in the brain

· Coma

· Death

WHO CAN HELP PCP ABUSERS QUIT?

Because PCP use can be habit forming, quitting PCP may mean getting help from a doctor or specialist in chemical dependency.  Contact these agencies for further help or information.

Drug and Alcohol Resource Center

www.addict-help.com
(800) 784-6776

Parents – The Anti-Drug

www.theantidrug.com
(800) 729-6686

Faces and Voices of Recovery

www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org
(202)737-0695
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