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WHAT IS SCHOOL VIOLENCE?

School violence is any act of aggression against a school administrator, teacher, employee or student in which the offender attempts to violate, hurt or abuse the victim.  The act often involves force (use of weapons or physical assault) accompanied by charged emotions.
WHAT SCHOOLS HAVE THE MOST VIOLENCE?

Middle schools have the highest rates of personal violence.  Inner-city schools have more violence than do suburban and rural schools.  However, there is an increasing rate of violence in all schools in all parts of America.

WHAT STUDENTS ARE MOST OFTEN THE VICTIMS OF SCHOOL VIOLENCE?

Black students are the most likely victims of school violence.  Boys are robbed and attacked at a rate twice that of girls.  Twelfth graders are least likely and seventh graders are most likely to be victims.  Most victims (75%) know their attacker(s) by name.

HOW MUCH VIOLENCE IS THERE IN AMERICA’S SCHOOLS?

The National Institute of Education reports that over three million crimes occur each month in public schools.  However, victims report less than 2% of these crimes to police.

HOW MANY STUDENTS TAKE WEAPONS TO SCHOOL?
The Centers for Disease Control report that one student in five takes a weapon to school and one in twenty carries a gun.  The problem has become so bad that one in every four of America’s school systems uses metal detectors to search students for weapons.

WHY IS THERE SO MUCH VIOLENCE IN AMERICA’S SCHOOLS?

American society has become more violent and so has its children.  This violence spills over into schools.  Other reasons include the following.
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Social Factors

· Youth gangs

· Sale and use of illegal drugs

· Domestic violence (violence at home)

Educational Factors

· Large schools

· High teacher/student ratios

· Low teacher/parent contact

IN WHAT WAYS CAN I INCREASE MY PERSONAL SAFETY AT SCHOOL?

The best way to increase personal safety at school is to act in a “pro-active” manner.  The following advice can increase your personal safety at school.

· Accept responsibility for and take steps to maintain your personal safety

· Avoid looking helpless (lost, confused, afraid)

· Walk in a confident and determined manner

· Keep your hands free

· Constantly observe your surroundings

· Avoid wearing flashy jewelry, clothes or anything that might attract attention

· Avoid showing money to other people

· Avoid speaking to people you do not know

· Travel with other students or teachers whenever possible

· Stay away from unlit or vacant areas 
· Stay clear of places known for violence

· Leave school quickly at the end of the school day

· Stay out of school after dark without an escort

· Avoid entering school on the weekend or during the summer

· Avoid entering a dark parking lot alone

· Act immediately when something “feels” wrong

· Report suspicious behavior

· If confronted, DO NOT PANIC; rather, keep your dignity and look the offender in the eyes

· Cooperate if being robbed (money and belongings are less important than your safety)

· Focus on getting a description of the offender

· Report the incident IMMEDIATELY
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ARE SOME PLACES AT SCHOOL SAFER THAN OTHERS ARE?

The classroom is the safest places during school hours.  However, at night and on weekends, the classroom becomes one of the most dangerous.  The places holding the greatest risk are hallways and stairways, especially between classes and in the evening.  Restrooms, the cafeteria, locker rooms and gyms are among the most dangerous area of school.

TO WHOM SHOULD I REPORT SCHOOL VIOLENCE?
If you observe or are a victim of violence at school, it is your RIGHT and DUTY to report what happened.  Go IMMEDIATELY to the principal, a security officer, a guidance counselor or a teacher and state what you saw or experienced.  You and all other students play an important role in stopping school violence.  Without your help, even the best efforts of school staff and parents will fall short.  In fact, school violence will continue to grow until members of the student body take an active role in protecting themselves and others.

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE ABOUT SCHOOL VIOLENCE?
Students interested in learning more about protecting themselves from school violence can visit these agency websites for further information.

National School Safety Center

www.schoolsafety.us
The National Association of School Safety
and Law Enforcement Officers

www.nassleo.org
National Education Association

www.nea.org
Keep Schools Safe

www.keepschoolssafe.corg
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